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| :1 iFoolh Reader. 

| $2 Eaſt this pet- 
| Ss 5. Countri- | 
f {man of ours 
' may ſcem to_ 1m- 
| Hoſe ontheW orld, 


' or that eminent 
| | Name which -a- 
| dorns the Front: 
| A 3 Tis 


{, 
Cl 
N 
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Tis judgd a ws, | 'T, 
to-make Its firit | F 
breath ptoclame | 
Thus but a Tranſla- | fi 
tion, out of that La- | | 
tin Original, which | |! 
a powerful Solli- | 4 
citour preva yld | | 
upon the welioaaes | | 
m{ht Charity of | 
this Authour, fud- 
dainly , to di” 
geſt into a perfect 
Courſe of Medi-y 
tations, for the Spi- 
ritual 


{ 
Fl 
1 


} 


El 


| ritual exerciſe of the 


Aj 


| Engliſh Clergy. 
And now, this 


| free confeſſion ob- 
| liges it, wiſely, to 


| prevent a ſeverer 


| 


p 


'-cenſure, by dete- 
| Ring as ingenuou- 

its farther Im- 
perfections : Pre- 
, {enting: bur the juſt 
' half of that Body ; 
nor this, rigorouſly 
or verbatim , but 
with a fair propor- 
tion 


tion of. Liberty; ;|p 
Wherem, as the} 4 
difierent gentus off F; 
ſodiſtinct Langua-! : 
ges  Vaindicates Irs x \ 
providence, thus, | x 
to ſecure the fame | | x 
clearneſs and em- | } 
phaſrs to the ſame | \ 
very ſenſe; ſo, in | 
the other. the en- | 
tire fitneſs of this") *; 
part, by it ſelf, for } 
the General nie; if 
may excuſe it's ſe- 
Para- 


3] paration from the 
el reſt, which is but 
t! 1 fs noular & concerns 

nly the Clergy: 
| | Who may civilly 
| be referr” d to the 
| Fountain, if they 


| have any Appetite; 


: whence a pru- 


dent compaſſion 
- has. drawn this, 
| "only for ſuch weak 
z or mice Stomacks , 
| ſoon clog d with 


the ſight of Varie- 


ty, 


ty. Or more /AL 56 
juſt neceſſary Refs e 
their own preſent! 
RefFetion, - "bes 
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et The Contents. 


Poa theſe Conliderats- 
! - ons — 


[7m Feliciry.. > the perfelt- 
Happineſs of # Reviawa Soul, 
#5 the Future Life's Portion. 
| "3. The 'Debght, which. yro- 
| Ec2hs from Hit Knowledge and. 
beer of get WA God, _ 
we excells all o bs 
3: The happy State of os | 


: Tufts Boays, after __- Rove 


; reftion. 

, The tnibllevabts' Paine off 

Þ che Damved for the Laſs of rhir 
paphy Knowledge and Sight" of 


' $.The unſpeakable Pains which 
the | dawned Souls pl Ari 


SS & 5 AS 64 5 ( 1 
052 4 be YE ENTS 
throughthas mew diferdingts Af- | 


felfions.  < 
-6.* Thangh the Bodies of the ® 
damned, by reaſon of their State, | 

be ingortvpt ible ef erthe Reſwr- T 
rection ; yet ſhall not their Sowls | 
5;;2xemp! from Corperal pains. 

7. The Beatifical Viſion 43 the | 
Ed, whereat 'we oxght 'prince- TT 
pally to aim in all our Attions, 

\ V. Piety w5_Conformable to 
Men's: Nature * whence; ſuch ras | 
live,2according to Vertue, ave © 
moſt hajpy,even, in this World, ., — 

 -B. God bighly eſterms owr Fe- iT 
k&eity lng 96 ought we 20. van, \ fe 
Ine lt,:. 1 I 18 

10. The great Benefits Mans | 
hind has receiv d by Chriff*s com-) . 4 
wing into the World. 8 

Meekneſs and Humility is the | / 
Readieff” way'.to'; Hlappinels,, not h 
only. hercafter,' but. £21 wr this , 
Life. | --A4Y 
fe Fraternal Charity «: | the f 


| three Mark of ' a' good Chriſtian, 


qd thy omly ſure Way fo qterual y . 
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- TThe Preſent's Order to it. 


THE FIRST 
Conſideration. 


True Felictty, or,, the per- 


7 « \fee H. p! ineſs fo Rtwnal 
| Soul. is the Future Life's 


7 jp Portion. 
The Firſt Point. 
l FE michry Cod K-57 
Y mighty God has ORG 


| ' ordatn d,forMan. preſerrs» 
two ſorts of Life ; One, ** 
D in 
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T he State of the | 1 
in this World, ſhort andþs ' 
full of Miſery ; the otherſpll 
in the next, Everlaſtingmc 
and, for thoſe that livdpe 
well here, ſubje& to no efthe 
vill, and abounding withlSo 
all good : Tis evident$if 
this latter 1s, infinitelyw 
and without all como 
pariſon, to be preferr'd. |S; 


The ſecond point. | 
Gaia. Conflidering? 
that Knowledge 15} v 

the Good of a Rational C 
Soul ; and that no one! 


|t 
Object has the leaſt re.þ | 
pugnance to any other,} | 
as} 


| Future Life,&c. 
ndþs tobeing known, but 
erall (however oppolite a- 
1ghmong themſelves ) are 
ve perfectly conſiſtent in 
[2 the Underſtanding ; the 
thiSoul, of 1ts own nature, 
tJif not checkt, by union 
ly with the body, i 1s capable 
Y, of knowing, all things. 
| | Since therefore, through 
| the Obſtruction of the 
! Body inthe whole courſe 
> bf this Life, ſhe attains 
to the knowledge of but 
$4 veryfew things,and thoſe 
If one by one ; whereas, 1n 
| the next ward, ſhe {ball 
[ be freed from ls 1mpe- 
| dument, being =ither a- 
| B 2 lone, 
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4 T he State of the 


lone, without the Bod 

or abſolute Miſtriſs of 1t 
8 'Tis evidently * conf 
| quent that , knowledgh . 
(the Souls 000 ood,) 1n rel 
pect of the Object, mull 
hereafter, where 'tis noi h 
hindred, infinitely ſur! 
pals 1 it {&lf, here,. whil (i * 
'tis ſubject: to the Body. | x 


The third Point. [or 
, 


n 


ch 


Go God be- | By - 
ing it's ring that all Obje&s 


_ Ob- and things, both in the 


Nature and Number, arc) y 


limited and finite; except} 
Almighty God, who a} 


lone,] 


F Foe Life, &Cc. 


by Þnc, in his fole lence, 
f $85 1n one {ingl- Reality 
1d nd Foricakty) contains 
em. all and infinite 
ther poſlibilitics, in 
- more united and 1n- 
xd nitely higher kind ; 
m awwhence, He's the ſole Ob- 
get that can render our 
knowledge pertect , and 
*that only Soul's good 
{whoſe Viſion and Frui. 
yon can make us happy : 
Hence, again, it follows 
A that, ſince this Object 1s 
| ſes d for the next life, 
| its Felicity 18 incompa- 
] rably to be preferr'd, bes 
; fore all the Goods "and 
B 3 Hap- 


| 


There- 


minded, 


4 


T he State of the | 1 
Happineſs this life can prc 


promiſe, much leſs: atJtha 


ford.us. w] 
Fleft 
Concluſion. Ino 

| w1 


Onclude, therefore | to 


fore, on- WA and convince thy} th 
ly, to be 


{elf that this one, only} 
neceſſary, and Soul-fatit 
fy:ng Good ought to be# 
oodoued and fought} 

for, even with the negy# 4 
let of all other inte-| 
reſts ; that. the greateſt 
part of thy lite, perhaps, F 
hitherto, has periſh'd ', 
and been ſpent in vain : 

and reſolve ferioully to | 
provide * 


1 


Future Life,&c; #7 
anſprovide for the future , 
atJthat , of that little time 

| which, peradventure, 1s 
Fleft thee, no day,no hour, 
Ino moment paſs by, 
| without ſome progreſs 
| towards thy obtaining 


this ſole Good. 


" | | 
T 
he State of the _ 


The ſecond Con- * 


ſideration. | 7 


The Delight, which Al 
pr aceeds from the te 
Knowledge cd ifi- 
on of AlmightyGod,\ & 


infinitely excells all} ti 


other. 1h 
1-3 © 
Th e firſt Point. *\\ a 


+” Onlider. Since all dee 

4 - de- light either conſiſts 

= ignt 

{| from the 1n Knowledge, or,at leaſt, 

Intel- abſolutely depends on 1 

le&. L 
for, we find, by experi- | 
ence, all the knowledge | 

Wwe \. 


Fu 


k 
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Future Life, &c. 


Iwe have,(ev" n ſenfible)is 
Jperfected in the Brain , 
by help of the Underſtan- 
{ding : It follows that, 
hl All delight, whether In- 
bo. ! telletual or Senſual, pro- 
- | ceeds from the Sant as 1t 
q 15 Intellectual ; and cons: 
>} ſequently , that delecta- 
{{ tion, which compre- 
hends all Intellectual, 
|! comprehends, indeed , 
4 all manner of delight : 
| ras the Viſion 
' of God mult needs con- 
tain, in it ſelf, all kind 
of fweet contentments , 
; and infinitely exceed all 
| other delights. 
--- 1 The 


9 


N- 


& 'Y 


Che State of the 


Vt T he ſecond Point. || t| 
Lt 


i 2. Gain. All temporal | 
''$ Whence, d ] | ? 
x God and -Wor dly Plea- ; 
re ſures conliſt in a certain 
| <* Motion and - tranſient } 
| 'F Tpoy - . . 2 
E| falPlea- ſucceſſion, which quick- | 
_ Hon ly flip away; and can {| 
have no greater flability | 
than the time, by which” # 
they are meaſun*d : nor | 
indeed can that be long; | 
# for, neither are we able * 

alwaics to eat or drink; 
&&c. nor yet alwates at- 
tend or reflect (without 
i which tis impoſſivle to 
i take delight) what we 
'r do, 


Future Life,&c. 


; uy whilſt wee are in 
| theſe Actions. But, on 
| the contrary, that delight 
| which flows from the 
# Vilton of God is Everla- 


ſing, ſteddy and un- 


changeable as any fixt 


and permanent ſubſtance, 
not enjoyed by piece- 
meal, never interrupted, 


as, of neceſſity, all Cor- 


poral pleaſures are,in this 
Ife 3 bur full and all toge= 
ther and needing no at- 
tention, 1t ſelf Efſential- 
ly reflecting upon it felt: 
So that, it alone exceeds 
All worldly pleaſurcs, as 

far asAll tyme exceeds one 
Inftant 


IT 


Iz T he State of the 


W. Inſtant, the vaſt Machinſþll 
| \þ of the world the leaſt en! 

Moat we diſcover in the JAf 
Sun beams, or the high- Þo! 
'Y! elt Angela contemptible jan 
FI Worm, and infinitely Jo! 


W more, beyond all com- | Ft 
it pariſon. "FE 
'F 


The bird Point. [ 


| } Ms Allother objects 
| He on) 'y of delight may be co- 


of 

} oo ho prehended by our Under- 
ſtanding, may be con- 
1 temn'd by our Wall, as 
| leſs than our- Soul ad 
i not able to ſatisfie it >. | 
| only Almighty God fo 
is; : fills 


$ C 
i 1 


1 
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Future Life,&c. 


1nKills and overſatisfies,that, 
= entirely polleſſing our 
\ffections, He,as it were, 
| Forces the Soul to love 
le Jand delight, more than, 
y Jof its own nature, it pol- 
- Ifibly could ; nor can 1t 
' Jever be weary of the good 
] it enjoys, but ſtiJ], with 
7 its whole and more eager 
; deſire, will hug and cling 
| |! to its beloved Object 3 - 
! ſothat, a Soul which ſees 
| Fig ſeeks nothing elle, 
but reſts. fully Gatisfied 

! &,as it were, lull'd into a 
1 dearcontentment,wheres 
/ init remains ſo abſorpt_ 
and wholy ravyſht, that 
= it 


4 


7 he State of the 


it ſweetly languiſhes anda! 
diflolves into Spurits anM\e: 
flames of love, the bettefdo 

to inefſence and incor{th: 
porate it ſelf into Godfjov 
Thus,. then, thou feeſt}_ 
clearly demonſtrated this) - 
ereat-concerning Truth, 
that No delight can be} 
comparable to thy Bea-} 
titude ; and that, 'tis no! 
ke to hear our Bleſ- ? 
{ed Lord and Maſter, in \ \ 
a manner, labour to ex-' 
preſs it, when He faid, 
Menfuram plenam, Cy £01. | 
fertam, & coapttatam, &f | 
ft upereffluentem dabunt m ſ1- | 
us Veſfros, You ſhall be 
paid . | 


14 


2 
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Future Life &c, 15 
andþaid with good meaſure, 

2nd eap d up, and preſs'd 
tefdown, and thruſt toge-. 


orther, and yet running 
>dfover into your Bofoms. 


eſt] 

is oy Concluſion. 

by, \4 

Ye Onclude., therefore, There- 
| witha full reſolutrt "4 gorn 


0] on, by all thy works and !ye for 
x I beſt endeavours, and &- Him. 
1 | ven, if need be, with the 
hazard and lok of all o- 

ther Goods, to purchaſe 

| this biddes Treaſure, this 

| o ccious Pearl, which at 


þ length, though fate, thou 


halt hit on; and,to think 
nothung |. 


T he State of the 


nothing conſiderable nor! 
to be car'd for, 1n.com- T 
pariſon of thus ; to pit-| 
ty the unhappineſs of} 
thoſe poor Souls that | 
ſpend their whole Aﬀe- | 
cons 1n toys and trifles, | 
of this Lite, neglecting : 

this only necell ary good; 'þ 
and, to rejoyce1n the fe. }. 
cret of thy Boſom, that, 
being vouchſaf'd 'grace, 
now, to ſee that the wiſ- 7 
dom of this world is, in ve« 
ry truth, but folly, it has ® 
pleas'd thy kind Lord to. }. 
number thee, amongſt -} 
thoſe few that are truly ' 


So Guo 0 ins 4 


nol Future Life,&c. 17 
NJThe third Conſi- 


of | der Aran, 


.| The happyS tate of the 


| Fuſl's Bodys, after --__ 
q their RE dat af ” 


: L The fiſt Point Sm2/ 
| TF NOnfider. When the _ :. 
& Yalaſt day ſhall reſtore yg,” 
thes thy Body again, it _ 
7 (hall be endow' d with yo. 
# fuch a degree of health, 
1--as will be moſt convent- 
7..:entforall thy operations, 
g both Spiritual and Cor- 
poral, 


nn, lng 4 


T he State of the 


poral, accompany'd withſth 
an incapacity of defici-be 
ence or Corruption, ant 
wr ſuchan Agility as thelf pc 
moſt. perfe diſpoſition) re 
of the Nerves can cauſe ;| t} 
with acceſs of all poſſible} r: 
iwiftneſs, and 'a power} 1 
of raifing or depreſſing |} « 
thy ſelf, at pleaſure, as al- 
ſo of conliſting with / | 
or penetrating any other * 
Body : to all which, thou ,} 
ſhalt have ſuch a pany 
Comelineſs, with fo rare. 
a Beauty of Light and 
Colonr,{whoſc like ſhall ; 
not be found in any o- | 
ther Body but thine, ) * 
that 


Future Life,&c. 19 
that, thereby, thou ſhalt 
become an ornament to 
he Univerts ; adding fo 
J peculiar a grace to all the 
J reſt; that, without thee, 
;f that whole maſs of glo. 
8 riousBodies would ſeem, 
J in a manner, lame and 


| defectve, 
1 Theſecond Point. 


A Oreover, All the 2. 

VA laudable ations of /nt- 
thy whole life ſhall benour's. 
known, to all the Men 
and Angels, that are or 
ever were ; who, adm1- 
ring all and every perte- 


ction 


20 


T he State of the 


fection 1n them, (even, | 
to the Icait-circumltances | 
and choughts that accoms | 
pany d th-m)ſh.ll, from | 
their very hearts and by 
the force of truth, love | 
and praikc rhee for them: | 
nay, the very Devils and | 


damned fouls ſhall ho- 
nour thee, but with en- 
vy, gricf, and repentance; 


and, what may ſeem 
more ſirange, thy very | 


{1ns ſhall be, then, a glo- 
ry to thee, both becauſe 
thou o recam'ſt and for- 
fook {t them, and that, 
even, in their commyſhi- 
on, there was poflibly 


ſome 


\ Future Life,&c. 


ome laudable circum- 
| lance, and which avayl'd 
J to thy falvatiins So that, 
7 then, thou ſhalt have ſo 
7 many Friends, ſo many 
7 Admurers of thy Vertue, 
* | as there are Saints and 
7 Angels; fo 'many VVit- 
' 2 neſfles of thine Excel. 
lency, as there are dam- 
ned ſouls and Devils , 
who, obſlinate in their 
, own malice,by their Tor- 

! ments ſh.1l confeſs and 


encreaſe thy Glory. | 


21 


With, 


LL 


| Entirely, 
 -complyd 


T he State of the 
The third Pont, 


Dde to this. Nei 


ther the Devils nor 
damned ſouls ſhall be 


| ha 
; th 


{4 
4 
i 44 
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Pl 


able, in any thy leaſt] 


Motion or W1ll, to reſiſt | 


3 


thee ; all the Saints and 


Angels ſhall obſerve and 


comply with thy de- 


{ires, more punctually 
then any obſequious ſer- 
vant ever watch'd their 


Maſters eye; and, noCor- | 


gh 

-Y 

5 © 
F 
| To ” \ 
TX. $- 

; a 

 - 

«> 
hs, 

| 


poreal nature ſhal be able | 
ro conteſt with thee, | 


thee in what ever thou 


haſt 


but allBodies ſhall obey | - 


.” 


| Future Life,&c. 23 | 
Jhaſta mind to : So that, 
there, thou ſhalt neither 

*#want Power, where none 
1 | Chall contradict thee, nor 
Yr) { Riches, where nothing 


* Z ſhall be denyed thee. 


Concluſion. 
| Onclude then.What- There- 
everGood thou ſhalt, A 
{ Fea forſake, for God and crifiz'd 
l Vertu's Love, will not be _—_— 
- 3 loſt; but, there, reſtor'd 
- 7 with Intereſt, whether 
| Friends,Wealth, Honour, 
| or Domimion, Where- 
1 fore, doubt not, like a 
| prudent Merchant, t 


venture 


24 The State of = 


venture thy Goods to theſ 
Sea of Fortune, and 
ſtorms of Perſcurion | ji 
whence, thou ſhalt find? 
an indefectible Treafure®T” 
layd up, in Heaven, for} 
thee; or, ike the good 
Husbandman, to ſow ,| 
in the Winter of Adver-| 
ſities (though with ſome | 
reluctance & ſorrow) thy | 
| ſeed in Vertus ground, | 
expecting the precious ? 
frutt 1t ſhall intallioly 7 
yield thee,tn the Summer | 
of Eternity : Having fo MM 
firm an aflurance as the KC 
expreſs VVord of God, fn 
They that ſow "i rears, gn 


ſpill reapin]y., 1he 


Future Life, &c. 25 


A 


af he fourth Confi- 
oof deration. 


x eIT he intollerablePains 
| of the Damned, for 


| the Loſs of this 
happy Knowledge 


and S 1ght of (od. 
| The firſt Point. 
SY 


y Onſider. Man's Soul 
" | Equal 
r JA being created 7 greg 
5 the Viſion of Almighty Tnclina- 
: tion of a 
e God, (as properly, and <1. 
Irore, than a knife 1s Nature. 
Imade to cut, any Veſlel 


C to E 


0 ED 
w 
i, 26a 
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The State of the 


to be fill'd, and all heavyſ}< 
things for their Center J.. 
and a knowing ſubſtance fo 
when 1t wants the 20od| [R 
for which it was made} 
being very nnquiet and} ta 
full of Pain, and that ſo | 
much the more as it' $2 Jl 
Nature is more excellent49 
it's Force greater and In4 ' 1 
dimation | more Violent 
It muſt needsfollow that! qc 
{ſuch a Soul, (when ; J> 
ſhall know what an inJ\ 
finite Good the Almigh4y d 
ty 1s, who alone 1s Fl N 
to fatishe its Appetite, Wt! 
will befilld with a for 
row for ſo great a Joſs {| 

eqral 


| Future Life &c. 27 
equal to the excellency 
pot 1ts Nature and the 


lef one a = ſtone 
witalls to it's center, or a 
{Mighty Bow of Steel, let 
looſe, unbends 1ts If, 
Jor Powder, ſet on fire, 
[ breaks all to make it's 
Eway ; and, be aflured the 
Iorrow of an unhappy 
3Soul who, now, ſees of 
Iwhat good 1t remains 
{depriv'd) will be as far 
more Violent than all 
I thele, as its Nature and 
Forces ſurpaſs the a&tivi- 
I vity of the flrongeſt Bo- 
1 dics, Cf The 


T he State of the 


poor Soul ſhall beſ 


x 


convined, how ſlender, I 


"tha things were, 
which 1t contemn. 'd and) 
loſt this infinite and on 
ly Good ; that might fol 
eaſily havebeen _ dy 
even, with far leſs pains . 

than were, often , em- 
ployd on thoſe tran(14 
tory toys ; and with far} 
more ſecurity, ( lince, 
none could hinder it but! 
it! 


| Future Life, &c. 29 

it ſelf ; no, not 1t {lf de- 
| prive it ſelfofrhis, when 
| once poſſeſt : but for 
5 thoſe, there was not the 
A leaſt certainty by never 
ſo great endeavours, to 
dp compaſs them, nor the 
uy leaſt hope long to hold 
them :) VVhen the un- 
al happy Soul ſhall be clear- 
Fly convincd of all this, 
07 will it not 1ncompara- 
A bly encreaſe its grief and 
0 infinitely augment its 
-1 torments, 1ts pains. 


A 


Eſpeci- 
ally, a 


an, 


The State of the 


Tos third Point. 


Cm whillt they liv 7 "Ig their | ra 
' Bodies, had receiv d grea-| 


ter Knowledee of this} 
Beatitude, and (by the}! 
honour of being Criſt.) 
528 ) had ad: and bc-| 
liey'd, both that there | 
was an cternal Happi-} 
neſs provided for them, 
( if themſelves would )! 
and that it incomparably | 
exceeded all temporal | 
Goods and worldly Fe- | 
licity ; yet ſee, on the o- | 
ther | 
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| ther ſide, how they 
| ſpent their whole lives 

| 1n running after Vanities 

GÞ and traſh, as if they had 
of | been Pagans and 1gng- 
ir rant of Heay n: ſuch muſt 
2-1) needs, out of this know- 
$0) ledge, fall into an incre- 
of | dible, yet unprofuable , 


«x Repentance z and, accor- 


| J dir 25 to Our SaVIQurs fen-- 


| tence, bebeaten with many 
| fries, as the VViſe-man 

| explicates, like great Per- 
| Pls be greatly tormented. 


C 4 The 
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T he State of the 
Concluſion. 


Onclude , with fear Þ 
and trembling ; leſt, } 


event ywhat happens to many, | 


and, perhaps, to- molt | 
. Chriſtzans, may alſo be | 
thy lot :. and. reſolve, | 
with a conſtant courage, 
to ſhake off quickly the || 
burthen of all worldly | 
Fears or Aﬀecttions that : 
hinder thy march to | 
Heav'n; leſt, when ' 
Death ſhall ſurprize thee, | 
thou maylſt not, perad- 
venture, find time for ' 
Repentance, nor be able 
to 


Future Life,&c. 


to alter, in amoment, 
what thy whole life has 
| been us d to. 


| The ah Conſi- 


deration. 


The —_— 
Pains which the 
damnedSoulsſhall 
ſuffer , through 

r own diſor- 
dinate Aﬀecthons. 


The firſt point. 


Onſider . Since: -a 

' Miſſing 

p Soul cannot be with» their un- - 
{ out. deſires, but. ſome 355 orgy . 


Cs, thing 
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"alow 4 it muſt Love; 
wherefore, if 1t Loves not 
true Beatitude , 1t muſt 


needs deſire falſe Goods : 


whence, it will clearly | 
follow that, The Souls | 
of the Wicked, who dye 


without loving God, 


muſt} after death, deſire | 
thoſe ſame goods on | 


" which they placed their 


affections, whilſt they 
livd in this World ; and, 


the Acts of a ſeparated : 
Soul being, incompara- | 
bly, more firong and vio- þ 
lent than any 1t could * 
poſhbly exerciſe 1n the 
Body, Thoſe Souls muſt 
| be | 


reno a oY AYy FR ” "322 & Lend mn 


— © 
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be all on fire and, incre- 
dibly, burn with perpe- 
tual longings ag - 
goods of this life; which, 


| notwithſtanding, can. 
not be had 1n that State, 


| and yet, the defire of ſuch 


{ 15 now grown natural to 
| them, and conſequently 

| as unchangeable and im- 

mortal as their Nature, 
They muſt, therefore, be 
! eternally tormented with 
{ a furious, yet fruitleſs , 


defire of thoſe things they 
can never obtain;whence 
follows a continual Del- 


per-tion , inſufferable 


erief, and Averſton from - 
es . the - 


4 
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the cauſes of ſogreat eval, 
Yiz, Hatred againſt God 


-36 


ther inexplicable. 


The ſecond Point. 


Incom- 


any one temporal thing, 
as _ to bt diflcaciad 
with ſucceſſive defires of, 
nov..this, now,that,inde- 

endent. of one another ; 
and all thoſe Acts,which, 


2. Ut, further. It being | 


in 


and. Themſelves, and a | 
raging Madneſs, altoge- | 


nofſible, almoſt impoſſible | 
in then- that he, who directs not | 
8 "5. his life to God, ſhould | 
ſolſcttle his Aﬀ4cections on | 


Future Life,&c. 
in this life, are ſucceſſive 


|| and at feverall times, 
| being, 1n the next world, 


F altogether and at once in 


| theSoul: It: muſt* needs 
| follow that, fuch a Soul, 
| 1n the next life, deſires, 
| at the ſame time, con, 

| trary and. incompoſlible 
| things; ; and fo, for ever, 

| remains divided in and 
| againſt 1t ſelf, alwaies at 
| debateand ſtrife with it 
| felf and, as if, compoun- 


| ded of {o many furious 


| beaſts, as it has contra- 


| ry Paſſions, perpetually 
biting and tearing One 
; another, without the 
;  Jeald 
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T he State of the 
leaſt minute of reſt ; be- 


zo 


a molt bitter , ſpateful 


core it to the very heart. 


The third Point. 


| 3. 
Which 
they ice 


vils, into which they 
bave plung'd themſelves, 
ſhall never have an end, 

+= nn 


OS 


comming, thus, to it {elf 


and tedious enemy and, . 
which way fſoever it | 
turns, ſtill meeting new | 
goads and ſpears that 


Nd, which 1s: yet | 
more grievous than } 
Erernal. 11] the reſt, When theſe | 
unhappy Souls ſhall | 
clearly fce that theſe e= þ 


twin waa wo OO A @@ > 


_ Future Life,&c. 
can never be leſlen'd 


with any ſucceſs of time, 
nor admit: of any. the 


» Þ lealt comfort, no, not fo 
{ much as a little Obltvie 
| on or not thinking on 


| them, for a Moment ; 


| but ſhall alwates and all 


' at Once in a heap 0 res 


whelm & oppreſs them, 


' continually gnawing and 
| cating, yet without con- - 
 ſuming, their very Bow- 
| els? what mountains of 
| Calamities, what Etnas 
| of deſpair muſt this 
| needs.draw upon them? 
{ Do but reflect on your 


ſelf, what a terrour tis 


wont 


9 


The State-of the 


wont to ſtrike, when 
you {have ſome time nit 
thought of this Eternity, Þ in 
by multiplying hundreds, | 
thouſands, and Milhons 
of years; which, notwith. | 
ſtanding, when you have | 
gone as far as you areable, | 
1$1nfinitely ſhort of what 
Eternity 1s: and, then, | 
tell me what efte&t you | 
think this fad conſide- þ j 
ration mult needs pros 
duce m the damned ; 
who, by the excellency 
of thetr Nature and the 
State wherein they now 
are, cannot but behold 
the horrid countenance of | 
EE SJ 


Future Life,&c. 
1 Fthis their accurſed Eter- 
© fnity, truly, and ſuch as, 
'n 1t ſelf, 1t 1s for ever.. 


C onclufion. 


' WOnclude, then. Since 
our eternal miſery 
flows from the habits 
and affections our Souls 
' acquire 1n this life, which 
| if miſplac't upon objects 
unenjoyable in the next, 
| engage us, above all pol. 
| ſibility of relief, into e- 
verlaſting ſorrows and 


from this hour, from this 
| very moment, to bid a- 


Z dieu 


41 


There- 
ore, re. 


gulate 


the Af- 
feRions, 


| diflractions . Reſolve, 


The gtate of the 


dicuto the vanities of this 
world : and, as you can- 
not but know that, No 


thing ought to be belov df 


but for our laſt end, 


which 1s, God; fo con 


ragiouſly ſtrive to regy- 
late your Aﬀections, and 
force them to be ſubjz 


to this. only rule of true 


Reaſon. 


— _ 
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ni he ſixth Conſi- 
0 deration. 
| [Though the Bodies 
if of the damned, by 
| reaſon of theirState, 
: be incorruptible af- 
| fer the ReſurreCti- 
on; yet ſhall not 
| their Souls be ex- 
empt from Corporal 


pains, 
The firſt Point. 


; Oaſ1der. As all plea-x,,.... 

] {ure, in Man, pro- —_— 

| ceeds from the Soul, ſo, "1 

> , , c $4 S.42 
| gh 
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of neceſſity, muſt all 
erief, too ; wherefore, as, 


1nthehigheſt delight, all 


kind of pleaſure 1s con- 


tain d, ſo, in the extrea- 
melt ſorrow, all kind of 
grief 1s included : Since, 
therefore, all the corporal 


pains we ſuffrr are but 
ſeveral griefs in the Soul ; | 
1t evidently follows that, | 
in damned Souls, where | 


extream forrow reigns, 


no kind of pain can be 
wanting.Whence,though | 
their Bodies be 1n a ſtate | 


of Immutability, and no | 


matertal Inſtruments of 
Torment can work on | 


them, 


A T rants 


Future Life,&c. 


them, after the Reſurre- 
ion ; ; yet ſhall not they 
be free, even, from corpo- 


. [cal pains: :bat teel,incom- 


parably more grievoully 
than they ever could in 
this life, the torments of 
burning by Fire, the 


 gnawing of Worms and 
| Serpents, the affliction of 


weeping and wayling, 


+5. 


the cauſes of gnaſhing the 


 Tecth.and allPains what- 


-Þ ever have been ſhew d to 


| holy Perſons 1n their ap- 
| proved Viltons. 


Wn 


The 
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T he ſecond Point. 

2 A Gain.When all ther _ 
With, £ & wickedneſles and}. 
oo moſt infamous Actions, 
on all when every Word and 
es, Thought ſhall,not only, 

be written 1n their own 
Conſciences, but layd o-| 
pen to the ſight of all the|þ 
World ; thoſe wretched 
Creatures , of neceſſity, 
muſt then appear, both} 
to themſelves and all o- | c; 
thers, moſt efleminate , | 
fooliſh and wicked, and, | 
by conſequence, moſt | 
baſeand infamous ; and | 
thercby, 


Future Life, &c. 
thereby , molt hateful , 


even, to themſelves, con- 


Jtemptible to God and 


his Angels, with all the 
Blefled Souls, nay even, 


47 


to the very Devils *and 


all the damned crew ; 
but eſpecially , to thoſe 
once honour'd and bes 


lov d Companions df 


their wickedneſs, in this ' 


world, whom either , 
| whilſt they livd, they 


Þ had courted into their 


| Sins, or been by them al- 


| Iur'd and drawn 1nto 


| their s; and, ſo,in an 1n- 


| tant and to all Eternity, 


become depriv d of all, 


even, 
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even, falſe Friendſhip, acc 
vain Honour, and what. I of 
ever ſeeming Goods they | en; 
ſo paſſionatly affected] Th 
and ambitiouſly ſought ] bu 


for, in this life. bo 
th 
 Thethird Point. | fir 
fir 


F.- j Athy though their | the 


bight- Bodies, then, remain | Be 
ned , H: F 7 fr , 
rand. Pe perfectly ſubject to their | an 
the ſub- Souls, yet, ev'n this ſub. || tic 
jection jection, through the ins | of 
of the . uf . .F 
Body. diſpoſition of theirSouls, | fer 
can only ſerve to render } Pr 
them more mſcrable and | or 
hateful ; their Eyes and || tc 
Countenances, fram'd ac- 


cording 


mm 


according to the kocwrar 


-Jof their guilty Conſci- 


ences '-;ahd - tormented 


Thoughts, how.can they 


| but be moſt ugly and a« 


bominable ? the reſt of 
their Members, in what 


ſtrange Poltures, ex 
fng the diſtration of 


their Minds, beyond all 
Bedlams for their mad 


| and extravagant deformi- 
| ties 2 and, if any occaſion 


of Action ſhould be' of- 


| fer'd them, without any 


Prudence or confideratt- 
on, at the very firſt mo- 
tion, how prone to all 


| wickedneſs and unable 


Hamood Abo ounc wee Nr 


D to 


—_ 
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to refit any evill ?: Only, 
ſcare, by! their fate of 
knmatabttiryt Unhappy 


Inricetubiliryd:' which on- 


ly. ferves them; never*to 
be dhang'd from, but e- 
verhally to endure, Tor: 
ments.tbat'would quick. 
- eons any thing leſs 


han an'immortal Body.” 


There- &" (Anchade, then. Iho- 


fron a. dS. 42 & 
not thy 7 aver owes. his Soul, 


ſelf here. in'this life (that 15, 1r1Or- | 
dinatly.and according tof 


toſe es ut inthe next world 


. (as 


(as. our. Lord: fotetold;) 
and falls ano the: evills 
which; here;{he \labours 
{o- much: ito. ſhary: . bat, 
with a very diſadvanta- 
geous-advantage.; for, by 
tearing little ls, he falls 
into infinite great ones 
and, by declining mo. 
mentany ſufferings, he 


| runs 1nto eternal, Take 


up, therefore, (as the A- 
poltle exhorts thee) this 


| Buckler of Fath, and, by 


| the ſerious conlideration 


| of the next life's future 
| evills, defend thy ſelf a. 


| gainſt the fyery Darts of 


thine Enemies ; fight cow 


D 2 rage- 


Futnpe>Life $8, 1 
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_— uy; zand becertain, 
way to avoyd | 
the evills thou art afraid 
ofis, Conſtantly, to en-} _ 
dure them , when God 
and Reaſon commands 


thee- 
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The ſeventh Con- 
ſideration, 

The Beatifical Vifon 
is the End, whereat 
Wwe ought principal 

ly to aim im all our 


Aﬀtions.. © 
T be firſt Point. 


" YOnſider, firft. Since x; 
| the : Viſion © of Al> Good or 
| ; mighty God 1s the End ne Fra 
{ for which we are crea- tion'd to 
| ted ;and that "tis ſfoex-** _ 
| cellent a Good that; -net- 

| ther any one norall other 

D 3 thingy, 


Wa we —£| was rev g 


|", o4 The State-ofi thi 
things, put together, are 
any ways coparable ev'n 
to the leaſt (degree of it: 
tis eyident that, then, 
our whole life 1s beſt, 
' when tis beſt: fitted and | 
order'd for obtaining this 
End ; and, if 1n any part 
it be ill or leſs, well dif- 
pos d for It, ſo far 'tis 
VIctQus of; at 'leaſt, im- E- 
ec. Wherefore , tis | 
the ſole buſineſs. of al} 
prudent Perſons , ſ6-t0 | 
order. their whole fe, 
(to the utmoſt of their 
— as may molt | 
I th and certainly | 
hem! to attaining || 
this | 


Futhre: Life &c. 
this happineſs: | propor- 
709 Grey o CVETY, Part there 
of to the {cope of, tht 
| Whole, and hating Rint, 
theFnd fo confubaccly 
before thear eyes, thatall 
their Actions; may be 
ſ1uar'd _—_ lvell ao "F 


It, 


| The ſeeond: Pa Anke 


ipcondly: "Rh the S:; 


| AF chief! ll wager: A; Beſt, 
FEY & a\Mahs towards ku -n ws? 

his End;is the Love of it; 1.5% to 

and the bigheli Good is} it. 

| above _ to: be loved 3 

| tis evident; Thoſe atts 


D 4 ONS 


IF 


bk. Md wm. \S aw 
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ons and endeavours, to 
This End, are beſt, which 
beget and breed in Our 


ſelves a ſtrong and ſolid 
Love to It. Now, there 


are two ways or Mediums 
to engender and'encreaſe 
Love : One, by purging 
our hearts from all other 
Loves and Aﬀections, 
that ſo we may | more 
freely and entirely attend 
to this we are in purſute 
of ; the Other, by conlt- 
dering' and Meditating 
on, as well the great 
Goods contain'd in the 
End or thing we defire 


to Love, as the extream | 


Evils 


Evils that follow or ac- 
company their Loſs or .' 
privation., Wherefore , 


| tis cleer, Our chief las 


bour and ſtudy ought 


'Fto be, fo: to order our 
Pife, that we may, both 


often and ſeriouſly, think 
on this our End and the 
infinite Happineſs it 
contatns 3 and that, in 
all we undertake, our Af. 
fections be not . corrup- 
tedand adulterated with 
the leaſt Love of the 
things themſelves, but 
our works be done pure- 
ly for the Love of. this 


| bleſſed End, and: all our 


D 5 intentt- 
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The State of the 
intentions aym at the 
encreaſe of this Love, 


'The third Point. - 


T Hirdly. Since, by 
every deliberate A. 
Eton, we aym at ſome 
End or pretend the at- 
taining ſome Good ; 
which we ſeek , either, 
purely for it ſelf, without 


any farther reference, or | 


elſe,” intend this as a 
means to ſome other: 


tis evident that, in every 


ſuch Action, we love 
fomethingas the laſt End 
for which we do it, if 


then, | 


then, 'at be not done for 
the love of true;Beaitude 


(which is,the Eajqymenr 
of God ;) it muſt needs 


follow;we dolt only for 
the Lo of ſome "all | 


Gbad,! AF; Pkafurs, 


ches, 'Or he likes 


that ,' inievery ſuch A- | 
ctton, we love ſame falſe | 


Good. as olir:daſtt End 
VV. herefore 3 at- nmports 
' us..to: walk | very:.cautt- 
oully with our God; and 
punify-{all cwe.tan/-onr 
1ntentions 8 ſent 

conlider ROPE nas — 
furehyyinditfetents baton 
'thet:gdyances tbwards 


ot 
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a»: /,o* 


CK 


Theres 
| fore, be 
| careful 
| and di- 


| ligent, 


The.State of the 


or fwerves from our true 
and only Felicity, His bea- 


cifpmy fight, 
Concluſun. 


\ #105 mrgenag thik( 

, 3 Se the = 
m = , for this ſpecia 
rt. ne aha 
thus ſcrionſly, to reflect 
on: thy ways: And, if 
thou findeſt thar, hichew- 


to, thou haſt been too 


negligent,” 1n a buſinefs 
of ſuch conſequence : 
ftrive henceforward to 
renew 1n: thy elf the fer- 


your of: any with fo 


m 
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much more care and di- 
Iigenceas thou haſt alrea- 
dy loſt time. Do what good. 
thou canft in the day of this 
life : for, our great” Ma-. 
fer tetls us, When the 
night of death fhal-come,. 
it will be too late to help 
our ſelves, but, ſuch, as 
we are then found; muſt 
be' our lot for all eter- 


nitys : 


62 
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The eighth Conſi- 


defation, | 


- 62 


Piet "ſe SOFT; 
mable to, Jays 


Catnre 2 whence, 


aing to ertve, art 


- moſt happy ,even,. iy 


to Na- End 1s that of Humane 


— m_ Nature; and, it cannot 


pleaſant, ſtand 


if ud as lroe, accor-| 


this World. .. 

T he firſt point. 
£ Onſ1der. Since eve- 
The 7 . | 
mean's ry one's particular 


Fature Life; &c. 
ſtand with the Wiſdom 

and Goodneſs of-: our 
Creatour, 'ta/ have. made 
-| our Nature other, than 
ſuch as was fit and con- 
formable to obtaun the 
End, for which it was 


| created : | 1t muſt needs: 


follow. that the actions, 

| by. which we are to pro» 
cure-this End, [ATE alfo 
conformable-to -our Na. 
ture : And '{ince, What 
15 agrecable to.'Natnre 1s 
pleaſant and delightful, 
it 'muſt follow again, 
that, Thoſe Actions are 
very gtatdul ana; freer; 
andthiereforea PrausLite, 
which 


| y 


T he State of the 
which conſiſts of ſuch 


Actions, is not a crabbed 
and unpleaſant, but, on 


the contrary, a life full. 


of {weetneſs and molt 
apt to yield content : 
And, if ſome paſllages in 


it ſeem a little harſh, | /* 


that they are but Medi- 
cinal and whereby we arc 
preſerv'd from falling 1n- 
to others, far more hurt- 
full and worſe to be d1- 
geſted ; wherefore, that 


Theſe alſo are ſweet in 


their effect, not only in 


reſpect of the Future Life, |: 


but even of the Preſent, 


and, Like a bitter Potion, 


to 


—R——_— _—" 


Ss * ens any ——_ ww 
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t9 be ſwallow' d, with a 
joyful hope of the Health 


they induce. 
T he ſecond point. 


Gain. Since a Ptous A. 
life orders the whole verruc 


courſe of our Aion odngs 


' ſto one'end, fo rendring and vice 


hem . all: "codfirntiahe dilquiet. 


Jto one another; it clear- 


ly exempts our lives 
Irom all: inward  op- 
politton- and contrad!- 
ton , and keeps us 
in perfect Peace with 
Our ſelves : whereas, on 
the contrary , a Vicious 


life, 


65 _The'State afitÞe | | 
life { wich precipatateg,, | 
us... according to. Owl. 
Paſhons, to follow, noWl.n: 
this,now, tat Concupilſh,. 
cence ) muſt needs. fi ha 
our Souls with rePuy n 
nant Aﬀections, mak@\ug 
lead a life full of Contr, 
diction, and caſt us intd, i 
. thoſe, veryietils, we falff - 
moft:toidhy And, as al . 
Victs are contrary to: our 
Nature; and cannot dt 
kept Hubjedt to keyed | 
 Rule3lo-are they, of ne, + 
_ceſſity, bitter and pain. 
in their c{ft-&ts, :prelfyc 
ſing their Followers lil, 
Se; *from/» evilf;þ 

£0 
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to worſe, till, in death , 

l tumble them at 

"I:neth, into.H-11: where 
""Shey ſhall juſtly com- 
lain that, They have 


Ld rough Ways, and even 
een weary d in their Int- 


\ ities. 


The third Paint: 


| "Hirdly. Since. our 5. 

| ' Bodies are: made ** pn, 
for our Souls,and barring, 

tl Diſpo ſitions of. the "hes 

HJone: for _ Operations Com 

Jof the other; it follows ©" . 

Ithat, then; our Souls beſt _ 

operate, 


| 
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operate, when onr Bc 


dies are beſt difposd l 
and that Diſpoſition off, ©. 


the Body 15, truly, beſt, 
which us belt fitted to 
the. Opcrations of , the 
Soul'; whence, tis an 


errour. to think it well: 


with our Bodtes, . when 
they are not fit to ſerve 
our Soul, And , hence 
again, it follows that, 
ev n Thoſe delights and 
comforts of the Body, 
which God has created 


for it's neceſſary Recreas 


tionare not to be deny'd tib 


to a Pius Life, in their 
due proportion ; that, a 
| Pious 


no 


Future Life,&c. 


Pious and Orderly Life, 
 fruly and really, more 
&bounds with eorporal 
{delights than the Life of 

the wicked, ( as _—_ 

to any that conſiders 
the inconveniences una- 


(Marriage & the poſſeſſion 
| of Rides ſuch Fad, here, 
other far greater tempo- 
ral Pleaſures, incompa- 
| tible with theſe, as, Ho- 
|nour, Friendſhip, Know? 
||dge; excellent Conver- 


4 


7 


There- 
fore , 
confi- 
dently 
proceed 
;n It, 


The-$tate of the | } 
lationand the like, whiel im, 
abundantly ſupply” thi 
defedt of thoſc material thr 
enjoymentts; and rendeþ bt 
their Life more ſweet and,;f 
happy » » in thifot 


world. n_ 
1 ht” ha 

, Concluſ 10s 4 

KOnblude, FIDY with hal 


ont' fear 'to commit... 
thy klf'to God and &:n, 
Pious Life: and knowf,i. 
that the Almighty hal: tr: 
no'need of thee,nor mad, 
thee: for his own' ſake}, 
but 'for- thiney th2t thou, 


mghtRt / partake: ow __ 


Filtuke Tife,*&. 
q Flappincſs whereof He 


| ind, therefore; He: were 
Þ6t/) wiſe'; bur: would 
Sniſs'of "he End, had He 
Fiot prepar'd all thikgs 

lonvenient to render thee 
happy. Be thou, then), 
but confident, and diC- 
|creetly proceed, and thou 
alt quickly find, by ex- 
rerience, what a "diffe- 
Fence there is between a 


Pricked or negligent, and 


A: truly vertuous and de. 
Jvout Life; how much 
{more pleaſant, how much 
#more full of comfort and 
adclight, this 1s than that 3 
D 


and, 


vas, Efſentially.,' full 3. 


Ar 
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and, how , ſweetly yet 
frongly, our wiſe Crea- 


tour has fram'd- all the 


of our Felicity, con- 


ormable to each other (7 


and to the End, for 
which he has ordaind 
Us. 


mu = 
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"The ninth Conſi- 


- deration. 


(rod "p00 efteems 
our Felicity ; then, 
hoW ought we to va- 


lue It. 
The firſt point. 


Onſider . Since Al- 
mighty God 1s &f- 


and therefore incapable 
of the leaſt new additi- 
on, by his Creatures : 'tis 
E evident 


*[fntially happy, and 1n World, 
Poſſeſſion of all Good 77 


”L 


J 


IT, 
Crea- 


ting the 


Man. 


| T6 


elf, but thee and them 


T he State of the 
evident that , whatever 


he has created, he made, 
not for his own, but for 
thine and thy Brethrens 
ſake ; not to render hime 


happy ; and;, by conſe- 
quence, has valew'd' your 
Felicity , above all the 
reſt of his works. Be. 
hold, therefore, Heaven, 
Earth, and Sea, and all 
the Creatures -wherewith 
he has ſtor'd:& adorn'd 
them, created. | for. thee 
and to bring thee ro 
happineſs, nor cared for 
but as means to- that 
End : And (which 1s: yet 
| inhimutely 


T 


s 


infinitely more, ev'n be- 
yond all amazement ) 
ke the 'Divinity  1t ſelf 


5| humbled arid - impove- 


riſt't to'raiſe and enrich 
thee; Him, whom, but 
now ,' - wee concluded 
through his own fulneſs 


| incapable of encreaſe , 
| deveſted ' for thy fake , 


of all his Royal Privile= * 
ces, and cloth'd with all 
our miſeries ' and infirs 
muties : For, what know 
we, amongſt the whoke 
maſs of Creatures, ſo 'di- 
ſtreſſed and" helpleſs as 
2 poor Infant ' newly 
born 2 what, ſo ſubject to 
1 = . all 


_—- wood 
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Ts, 


Paſſing 
through 


| fo _ Death of - ehjs poor God, 
| ful 

Life Sad pillag .d of his own z. £0 
| Death. purchaſe thy —_ $90 
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all kind of contingen- 
cies, and inconveniens 
cies ? what, requiring; ſo 
munch care and induftry, 
to nurſe and breed up < 
its perfetion ? Thank on 
every particular, and ſee, 
at how high a-rate, the 
unerrable judgement of 
theAlmighty has valew d 
thy happuncks. 


T he ſecond Point. 


[IU again. Conſider 
' che whole Life and 


= WEE 4 a Mo — —— _”— S x J 
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a Life of three and thirty 
long years endur'd; inco. 
tinual neceſſities, labours L 
moleſtations , and' ton. 
tradicions. How often 
was it neceſſary that this 
moſt meek and innocent 
Lamb, who never brake a 


| iruſed Reed, mr quends'd 


the ſmoaking, Flax, ſhould 


| (to give thee an example 


of Patience) undergoe the 
anger and indignation 
of his enemies ? How of- 
ten, to teach thee Meck- 
neſs and Humility, was 
Hetobe chidden, threat- 
ned, reproach'd and blaſ- 
zr%) os without ' 'ONCe 


E 3 opning 


7 
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op ning his mouth to 
reply ? What ſhall 1 fay 
of his Travayls, Sweats, 
Wearineſs, Lying with- 
out dores, Watching 
whole nights 1n Prayer, 
Faſtng, Poverty, not ba- 
ving a Houſe wherein to 
ſhrow'd his Head, living 


on Alms, continnal Dan- 


gers and Flying from one 
place to: another ; eſpe- 
clally in the [laſt three 
years of his Life ?. O, but 
HisEnd ! Conſider his 
Anguiſh 1n the Garden, 
the manner of his, Ap- 
prehenſion,; his. leading, 
grrather, dragging from 


One 
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one Tribunal to another: 
all ſorts of contempt, all 
manner of 1nſolent and a- 
bulrve revilements:weigh 
the Pains he ſuffer'd 1n 
the moſt tender and ſen- 
ſible parts of his Body; 
His being Betrayd by 
One, and Forſaken by the 


reſt of his Diſciples; the 


doleful preſence of his 
deareſt Mother, and 0- 
ther afflicted Friends : 
In fine, his tgnominious 
Death, and the effuſion 
of the laſt drop of his 
Blood, for thy Redemp. 
tion- and eternal Happ1. 


neſs. 
E-4 The 


- 
S o 
Feeding 
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T he third Point. 


Allly. Conſider | ow, 
not content with all 


Himſclf. this, He ſpar'd not his 


Glorious Body,. but or 
dain'd even That, too, to 
ſerve as a means for thy 
Felicity : leaving himſelf 
to thee in the Bleſled 
Sacrament, under the 
forms of Bread and Wine; 
not only to be ſcen and 
adored, but ev'n to be 
handled,broken, chew'd, 

 ſwallow'd and incorpo- 
rated by thee: for all 
this, isas truly, and really 
verify'd 
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verify d of him, inveſted 
with the Acciderits or 
forms of Bread andWine, 
as it would. be of the 
Bread ir ſelf, were it ta- 
ken before Conſecration - 
and It's connatural Ac- 
cidents are, now, as tru. 
ly, Thoſe. of His Body, 
as they were of the Bread, 
whilltit- continu'd ſuch. 
Add, now; to this,” all 
the Injuries and indig- 
nities that are offer'd his 
Sacred Perſon (as it lyes 
veyl'd under thoſe Acct- 
dents, for thy Love } 
whether by Negligence , 
of inconliderate Servants, 


£4; Or 
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or Malice of wicked Sin- 


ners : and ſee to what a 


pitch his Charity to thee | 
15 heightned, which has 


made Him, in a manner, 


prefer thee before Him- 

ſelf. = 8 : {th 
 Concluſun., 

There- FF" VOnclude, . therefore; 
fore, va- at : 


Salvati- mayl[t nor canſt doubt, 
fon, 


but that the judgement 
of thy. God is moſt cer- 
tain, impartial and un- 
errable; what care and 
elteem ought{t thou to 
have ,of thine own Sal- 
| _ vation? 


tc 


ww TY & 
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vation ? what Sollict. 
tude, to ſeek the means 
of attaining It? what 
diligence to omit no- 
thing in order to aſlure 
It ? whereof thou ſee'ſt 
him ſoinduſtriouſly care. 
ful, who ts: no wayes 
concern'd (more than out 
of pure Goodneſs) whe- 
ther thou bee*ſt a ſav'd 
Soul or no; and yet, 
whom even Goodneſs 1t- 
{elf could not fo tranſ\- 
port ,. as to make. him 
think any price too high: 
to procure thee Felicity. - 


The 


84 - The State of the 
The tenth Conſi- 


deration., 


The great Benefits 
Mankind has re- 
cervd by Chriſt's 


World. 
The firſt Point. 


Rs Onſfider . firſt, By 
Ps” pi this moſt wiſe Oe- 
i gy conomy and gracious 
ehMy- diſpenſation of Chriſt, 
fcries. (great Steward of God's 

houſe, the Church , ) 
Mankind 


— uw ___— ca ct 


comming into the 


LR @w_aeacooo—  e& 5 wr Rr HW 


Mankind 1s made capa- 
ble of admirable Secrets 
. and high Myſterys ; and 
| has attain'd a moſt cer- 


tain knowledge of them: © 


for, who ſo ſimple, that 
cannot beleeve what 1s 
told him, when nothing 
elſe 1s requir d? and what 
can be fo firm and cer. 
tain, either to our Senſes 
or Underſtandings, as 
the Word of God? for, 
fince, by It, all other 
things were made, and, 
from It, had their. Na- 
tures ; It, doubtleſs, mn 
It ſelf, is far more ſecure- 


ly conſtant and fixt, than 
= _ 7x 


—_ —-— Ow ao - —— a 


wn. —-— 
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the very ſubliſtence of all 
created Beings , and thoſe 


Cauſes, 4 privre, that gave 
a cett.,inty to our De- 


monſtrations. And, hence 
"tis that, now, whole 


Nations of People, leare | 


ned and ignorant, wiſe 
and {imple , every lilly 
old Woman clearly cone 
ceives and. moſt firml 

believs the Immortality 
of the Soul, the Condt- 
tion of. the good and 
wicked after Death, the 
Eternity of Pains or Plea. 
ſures thatattend us, with 
other moſt important 


Veritics 5 Concerning 
which, 


Future Life, &c. 
which, we find. very lit- 
tle amongft the Philoſo- 


—" 


| phers, as,; whercat , the 


greateſt . Wats. of them 
but groap'd, like blind. 
Mens | x 


The ſecond Point. 


'A Gain. By Chriſt's ,, 
Example wee. are Encou- 


rag d by WO 


ſtrongly encourag dto all 57 F..7 
Vertue, Can there be any ample. 
ſo faint-hearted, as not 

to dare Venture himſelf 

the ſame way be ſees his. 
Captain pals before him ;. 
who, he's ſure, both 
knows the beſt and fe- 
7, 
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cureſt Path to falvation, 
and is fo perfectly good 


that, even in his Voice, 


he cannot decerve, much 
leſs counterfeit 1n his 
Actions? When, we ſee 
him, then, chooſe for 
him the ſame things 
he propoſes to us, and 
tread out the way which 
he would have us walk; 

nay, when we ſee hind, 

not only, Live and Dye 
in-this way, but, Riſe 


again and. enter the Po. 


{e{hon of thoſe Glories he 
woos us to hope for :-can 
weany loger doubt: whe- 


ther we ſhould follow 
= 
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his foot-ſteps, and beat - 
the ſame Path ? or ſhall 


| we not conhidently af- 
= to the Happineſs 2 


e ſy faithfully has pros 
mis'd and fo dearly pur- 
chas'd ? 


The third Point. 


Ut, above all. B this k 

Grace of Chriſt, our En- 
Charity to God 1s ex- be His 
treamly heightned & by ſutfe- 
degrees exceſhvelyltrange "> 
and remarkable;for Furſt ; 
whereas God' was invi- 
fible and inacceſſible , 
ev'n toour very thoughts, 


before, 


| 


made himſelf our Maſter, 
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before; He's, now, be- 
come a Man like us, 


expos'd to the apprchen-J 


fon even of our ſenſes, 
that moſt eaſy and ob- 
vious way of our know- 
ing. Next, by this gra- 
citous condeſcendence , 
He has-eſpons'd all the 
Titles that may endear 
our Aﬀtctions ; having 


our Friend, our Compa- 
non, our Brother, His 
Father to become -ours, 
and himſelf a Member 
of the ſame Body with 
us. And knowing that, 
as 1t15 the greateſt —_ 


—— 


Futare Life,&c. og1 
ble teſtimony of Love, 
to fuff-r for a Friend, fo 


'tis the molt effective 


means to beget a mutu- 
al Love; our Heavenly 
Father (deſirous to ſettle 
a pertect correſpondence, 
in That, betwixt his only 
Begotten, and us,his adop- 

Sons) ſent Him into 
this world to ſuffer, for 
our ſakes, all kind of. 
evils, all manner of con- 
tempts, all ſorts of1nju- 
ries, nuſeries, torments, 
and 'a "moſt ſhameful 
Death, Sic Deas dilexit 
Mundum, ut Fultum ſuun 
untgenitum daret' fro munds 


Vita : 


o2 TheStateof the 
Vita. To ſuch a point 
did God love us, as to 
ive up, even to death, 
5M our Life, his only, his 
equa], his coef-ntial, and 


conſubſtantial Son. Norſ 
was This Son leſs : for-| 


ward and willing to ac- 
cept, than his Father to 
enjoyn him all this, for 
us 3 but as his Apoſtle 
fays, Dilexit me,cy tradidit 
ſeipſum pro me. Helov'd 
me, and fo lov'd me, as 
to Live in miſeries, and 
Dye with torments, for 
me. Nor, did his love 
end with his Life : Since, 
though it was neceflary 
to 


p 


t 


S 


*Ikt him entirely be abs 
1{fnt ; but wittily found. 


"S Www TH _—— 
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o withdraw his _ 


ral Preſence from our ſen- 
les, yet Love would not 


out this flupenditous In- 
vention, to remain with ' 
us in the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment, not only, to be 
ſeen and adord by our 
Faith, but really, to 1n- 
corporate and mingle 
his Fleſh with ours, ma- 
king himſelf, the nous 


|r:{bment both. of - our 
Souls and Bodies, In fine, 


by this his Occonomy 
and the powring out of 
his Holy Sparit, and 


changing, 


The State of the 
changing, an a 'manner , 
the whole: World ( at 
leaſt, iſo far as concern'd] 
Mens” Souls |) : through ( 
the innumerable Mira-| 
cles wroughtby Himlfelfſcu! 
and his Followers, to the] ne: 
Converlſ1on of Nations ;|to 
he hag. rendred thoſethe 
things eaſy to us, by theſba! 
cuſtom of hearing andſ|the 
ſeeing them done byſan 
others, which , before,alr 
ſeem'd almoſt impoſlible[tec 
and not to'be imitated ;[to 
and fo, taken away theſcar 
greateſt hinderances off w} 
our Love to hum. 


Concluſion, | 


GC 
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Concluſt on, 


3 
1 
" 
il; 


Now ther's no ex © 


 YOaclude,, theſes: There- 


f[cuſc left, but am: abſolute bly, be 


: necelſity.impos d on thee 899 
;|to live hohly;; the means 

; thereof being rendred 
eſbath ſa caſy & famuliar to 
d]thee, and ſo laudable,too, 
ylamongſt Men, that 'tis 
> [almoſt a ſhame and coun- 
elted worthy of reproach 
:to live otherwiſe. What 
eJcanſt thou, then,pretend, 
ff what allege, to exempt 
thy ſelf? No; Almighty 
God bas ſoenſnar'd and 
hedg'd; 


l 
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hedg'd thee in, on every 
fide, with obligations |T 
to be Vertuous ; that thou 
can(l not, now, without” 
great inconveniences,ev'n |& 
in this world, be Vict- 
ous .': All things 1nvite 
thee, All things allure 
thee, All things, in a 
manner, compel thee to 
be good : O follow ! and 
Collow willingly. 


Future Life,G&c. 9% 
The eleventh Con- 


ſideration. 


Meeekpes and Hu- 
mility 1s the readt- 
eft way to Happi- 
neſs, not only here- 
after, but ev'n it 


this Lyfe. 1 rd 
The firſt poink, 


Onfider . Though ,_ : 4 
oChri 
our Saviour WAS gian re- 


| vouchfafd us; both as a vengeful. 


Maſterand Model of all 
Vermes;r anda: : perfect 
F DPattern 
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Pattern for all the Acti- 
ons of -our whole Life: 
yet two Vertues we find, 
eſpecially = particularly 
and,-in a 'mianner,  on- 
ly recommended: to us, 
Meekneſs . and. . "mutual 
Charity the firſt he 'Een- 


forces on us, in theſe 


Yweet words , Learn of 


me, becauſe Þ am meek\.and 


bumble of heart, and you ſhall 
find reft for . your | Souls . 


Behold, therefore, if thou 


., wilt ea Chrilliar thou 


mult very'catcfully \art- | 


Qtife this PE Band 


indeed, caſt';thou! cha- 
Jaws that name nmlefs 


92 [ "1 th ou, 


a i Re. uh. od aA 8 moo bes .a8s oa. ea ie. as. Es 


Future Life, &c, 
thou, at leaſt, endeavour 


to become Meck and 


Humble ; and, fo faronly, 
thou maylt- judge thy 


ſelf to have profited in 
the School of Chriſt, as 
thou find {t thy {elf ad- 
vanc'd in the progreſs of 
this Vertue, Now, what 
15 this humble Meckneſs, 
fo highly commended to 
us by our great Maſter ? 
but A ſweetneſs of Dil- 
ſition, which makes 

us not ſeek ' Revenge or 
render :evill for evill> no, 
not, even, in deſire, That, 
then, thou art here com- 
manded, is, VV hen thou 
F 2 ſuffereſt 
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4 


le. 
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ſuffereſt an injury, not to 
render nor wiſh any harm 
to the Perſon that did it; 
unleſs, by way of corre= 
ion, to ſuch as are un- 


then, to be ſure the pu- 
niſhment be inflicted for 


Love of them, not thy | 


{ſeIf,for ther amendment, 


not thy ſatisfaction. | 
The ſecond point. 
WE ſider . *Tis 1rra- 
an- nl 
cer un. tional and not. be- 


| | reaſona- commung a Perſon of uns 
der{tanding to wiſh evil | 
to: another, becauſe he" 
has \. 


| 


der thy charge, and even | 


i o 


| 
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© | has offended thee . For 
7 | as, if thou ſhouldſt fall 
2? | into a Ditch or a ſtone 
"þ fall upon thee, it were 
unreaſonable to be co- 
krick at the 'Ditch or 
ſtone, and ſeek revenge 
Ike a Dog : fo, no leſs 
folly 1s it to be angry 
| with a Perſon, for doing 
thee a diſpleaſure, Since, 
either 't1s done juſtly or 
unjuſtly : f juſtly, thou 
ought{t to turn thine 
anger on. thy {elf, for de- 
ſerving 1t, and not on 
the doer ; if unjultly,then 
certainly he was - unjuſt 
before he did 1t; and if 
' BF thou 
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thou then, wert not an- 
2ry with him for being 
unjuſt, neither oughtſt 


thou be, now, for his do- 


ing unjuſtly: it being 
but natural and what, 1n 
reaſon, thou ſhouldit ex- 
pect, that an unjuſt Per- 
ſon ſhould. do unjuſt 
things. Again : {ince no 
humane Action or Dcfire 
15 reaſonable,which aims 
not at ſome good to him 
that wills or does 1t ; and 
Revenge ayms only at 
the Evill of the Offender, 
which 1s, no ways, thy 
Good , but meerly as a 
Gatisfaction of thy vindi- 


cative 


Future Life, &c. 103 
cativeappetite: 1n reaſon, 
thou oughtlt not to wiſh 
another ill but rather 


tepreſs thice own unrea- 


_— Humour, 


iT he third Point. 


\Inſidethe! ad 

4 vromis d thee by Meck 
our! ;kind: Miſter; ! for lone , 
Meeknefs-- Fou ſhall find _ 
FT eft, \. ays: he, to.y047 Souls ; * Life. 
and,-1n anotlles: place, 


Bleſſed are the: Meek, for 


they ſþ.dl | poſſe ſs :t08 Land ; 
and agam » 1n \guur | Putt- 


ence. (that'1s, Mecknelſs) 
Jo» Jo U- poſſeſs (chat 1s, 
F 4 enjoy) 


| Fe & © be State of the 


enjoy) your Souls ; Of all 
which, the ſenſe 15, that, 
belides the Reward in 
Heaven , the ygreateft 
Tweetneſs this preſent 
Lite aftords, viz.. Aquiet 
and contented ain 1s 
properly and peculiarly 
reſerv'd for the Meek ap 
a recompence of their 
Vertue. Whereas, thoſe 
that ſeek Revenge , are 
alwaies 1n contention 
and at debate with one 
another ; which, for the 
moſt part; coſts : their 
Purſes well in Sutes and 
Law-wranglings. , | and 
many tymes their skins, 

even 


—E 
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even their Lives, too, in : 
def perate quarrels : : 'Be- 
{1des, within , what tu- 
mules of Paſſion are rars d 
in their Souls ? what 
cares, what fears contt- 
nually diſquiet and tor. 
ment them ? that, they 
neither enjoy themſelves, 
nor even the temporal 
bleffiags God has given 
them. 'Tis Meeknelſs 2. 
lone, then, you ſee, af. 
fords contentment and 
{weetens.our whole Life, . 


F.s. (onclu 
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for e. 


tr ongly 


Ie. 
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Concluſton. 


Onclude, then, W hat- | 


Fl good God wee 


embrace ſerve! who 1s ſo ſollict- 


tous, as for our Future , 


ſo. even. for our Sos 


happineſs , that hee's 
pleas d, not only , moſt 


tenderly to recommend 


and, with ſweet words , 
allure ns to. 1t, but even, 
tointroduce them by ex- 
bibiting himſelf to us, 
3s a Maſter and Pattern 
of thoſe means , by which 
*$U6 temporal comforts 
and contentments ( as 
much 


| 


Ek (> anConds - 12 RIC. IT, —— W—_ 


much as this preſent Life 
admuts ) are. to' be. ob- 
tain'd . What, evaſion 
- {| can there be from ſuch 
{| kindneſs * what excuſe 
from ;{o.- amportant, ſo 
pleaſant amIntyreſt ? No: 
either renounce the name 
of ' Chriſtian , or reſolve 
to addict thy elf feri- 
ouſly to the exerciſe of 
this Vertue« 


Future Life,&. 107 


108 The State of ohe 
The twelkh Con- 


{fideration., © © | 


n 
tl 
Fraternal Charity ts | 1, 
the true Mark of | 
7 gopd- Chriſtian. ' . 
and the anly y ſure : 
[ 

( 


way to eternal Hep: 
pineſs. 


T he firſt Point. 


7. Hear ge. firſt, Our 
_— Lord and dear Mas 
to the ſter, to fix on us a grea- 


| Law of C . 
Gn of ter ne efity and, as 1t 


were, a double tye of mu- 
tual 


—_ 


tual Love and Charity to 
one-another, was pleas'd, 
not only, to ſtrengthen 
the old Comandement of 
loving our N eighbouy as our 
ſelf;by commanding it a- 
new' as from ' himſelf, 
when he ſaid, I give you 4 
new Command, and This is 
my Command, that you Love 
one another ; but alſo, in 
molt particular manner, 
to. recommend” and ap- 
propriate. 1t to the Law 
of Grace,asaſpecial Mark 
and Sign of Chriſtianti- 
ty, whereby true Chris 
Wo are diſtinguiſht 
from falſe. By this, mea 


(ball 


Futtwre Life, &c. y69. | 


The State of the 
ſhall know that you, are my 
Diſciples, 1 is you Love one 
another. Since, therefore, | 
true Love 1s never idle; / 
H 


11g 


nor conſiſts, in words 
only-, but 1s active, 
according - to- its pew» | h 
er-; - tis evident , - That | e 
which Chriſt commands | r 
us 1s that we be alwates | | 
ready, as much as in-us lys, | 1 
to do good to all Men, but t 
eſpectally to thoſe that are 
iruly Brethren, that 1s, 
zood Chriſtans, 


Ty 


Future Life, &c. 
T he ſecond Point. 
Ac conlider Since, .,* 
as the Apoſtle fays, in, —_ 
He that Loves his io neighbour; Ty 
has fulfilPd the Law ; 'tis n axriard 
evident this mutyal Cha- ge: 
rity ought to be em. 
bracd , not only, as & 
particular Vertue, but, as 
the common Mother and 
producer of all the reſt. 
\ For, 1f he that loves his 
Nezghbour has fulfilFd the 
Law , the whole Law, 
then, 1s nothing but of 
Love and doing good to 


our neighbour,, Wherein 
f admure 


» - > mtg ww. wu eo. 


The State of the 
admire the tender good- 
neſs of God, whoſe: care 
and providence tends 
wholy to this, That rt 
may be well with all and 
every one of us : See how, 


by that Law which-com- | 


mands thee to- do good 
to all thou canſt, by that 
very ſame Law, all and 
every other perſon- 18 


commanded to do thee | 
what good they can. O! | 
how holy is this Law of 4 
©Ehrilt, which ſo careful- | 


ly provides for the wel- 
fareand advantage of all ? 
but; withall, how: profi< 
table , how oainfulb to 


thee ?. 


Future Life, &&c. uz | 
[. | thee 2 ſince, for that little 
good thou canſt do tp 
others, it obliges all. 9- 
rhers, readuly, to-do thee 
all the good they. can; 
which muſt needs be 1a- 
- {finitely more than what: 
thou art able to do for 
them, 


T he third Point. 
| T Aflly. Conſider &he 3. 


0+ Pp - 9 


1 Ja bebved Diſciple Ste Tr. 
Fobn's words «| Ie that Rone of 
5- h th how our Love 
loves nat bis Brother, whww Goo 

he ſees, bew can be Wye .. 
' God whom b# ſees not * and 
obſerve that the love of 
| thy 


\ -y- - 
_- 
=. Wag A rs, > ——  ———  —  —— —._—_— mu 


"and, as they fay, but'a 


Lip-love, having God tn 
thy Mouth, but -1n thy 


hrnders thee froth lovi 


bhim'; which (becanfe it 


The State of the 


thy Neighbour muſt bel; 


the Touchſtone , where. 
on to try thy 
God, whether indeed, :t 


be trne or a ccunibrſelt 


heart the World. For; i 
thou loy'{t not thyNeigh- 
board) aStevident: thou 
lov'ſt fowething cl{e.that 


cannot be God' )” mult 
needs be ſome ' created 
good, as Honour, Riches, 
Pleaſure, ec, whichthou 
loveſt inordinately, that 
1s, 


love to _— 
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15, for 1t felf, and not in 


order to God ; and fo, 


clearly, as Jong as thou 
lov'{t not thy Neighbour, 
thou haſt not- God for 
thy laſt end , nor lovſt 
him above all things, as 


15thy duty ; for, as much 


much more , doubtleſs , 
thou loveſt thoſe: things 
he loves; amongſt which, 
the chiefeſt (tf not the 
only thing, we know) 1s 


| our Neighbour : whoſe 


love, even by Nature, 1s 
fo necommenchad- to us, 


that, withont friendſhip 


and "conrentintn with 
one 


4s - is lovelt God, fo 


Hy 


216 TheState of the 
one another, our very F 
z : : 5 4 
lives would be tedious A 


and nuſcrable. | 

| | le 
Concluſron, : 

i erp Onclude, therefore ; - 
prove with a fertons- and j 
Ir's oc- effeQtual Reſolution, mn | . 


calions. Faith arid Actions, to F 
love thy! Neighbour; to | © 
contemn none, to refuſe 
none 1n what thou art 
able to help; then ; bur, 
whatever - good thou 
canſt do to any perſon 
(without prejudicing thy 
felf (even with a lttle 
prejudice to thy (elf, 


when 


| 


when 'tis much for his 


glad when thou haſt ob- 
lig d any, eſteeming that 
day loſt wherein thou 


;| haſt done good to none : 


And, be certain, this Pra- 
tice will be ſo far from 
injuring thee , that no« 
thing will more advan. 
tage , nothing render 
thee more grateful and 
acceptable both to God 


and Man. 
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advantage)to do it chear.. 


[fully and willingly : be 
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ES the Readtr. 


Te Faſt this pet- 
yy Countri- 

, man Of ours 
may ſeem to im- 
poſe onthe VWorld, 
or that emmunent 
ame which  a- 
(dorns the Front+ 


A3 Tis 


AOESOIS.S © 


M | 
I 


1 
i 1 
8: 


Tis judgd a duty, Þ 
to make It's firſt JE 
breathh ptoclame 
This but 4 Tran/lat 
tion, out of.that La- lis 
tin Original, which þþ! 
a powerful Solli- [ce 
citour prevayldf& 
upon the well-tur-Jf 
mſht Charity of 
this Authour, ſud-[/e: 
dainly, to d+1-ſh: 
geſt into a perfectJnc 
Courſe of Medi-Jor 
tations, for the Spy 
ritual 


Iritnal exerciſe of the 
Englith Clergy. 

| And now, this 
ce confeſſion yok 
liges 1t, wiſely, t 
prevent a- ES 
cenſure, by dete- | 


- fly its fanher Im- 
f Snevarawng Pre- 


-for verbatim, but 
Swith a fair propor- 
tion 


W herein, as the 
different genius 0 


fo diſtin Langua j 


ves Vindicates Its 
providence, thus, 
to ſecure the ſame 
clearneſs and em- 
phaſis to the ſame 


very ſenſe; fo, in 
the other, the en- 
tire fitneſs of this 
part, by it ſelf, for 
the General uſe 4 
may excule its ſe- 
para- 


4 


tion of Liberty 


= fn m_ A fa © A aa aj pw }D___A 8 wo cn 


— _—_— Ty. hy 


| paration from the 
reſt, which 1s but 
mgular & concerns il 
nly the Clergy : ll 
| W ho may cvilly ''f 
| be referr' d to the 

| Fountain, if they ll || 
-| have any Appetite; | lj 
| whence a pru- Il 

f dent compaſſion 
has drawn this, 

only for fuch weak 
or nice Stomacks , 

ſoon clog'd with 


the ſight of Varie- 


ty, or more than is 
juſt neceſſary for 
their own preſent , 


Refection. 


344634558 
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The Contents. 
Being theſe Conliderati- 


ons following, 


ES. 

Rue Felicity, or the perfeit 

Happineſs of a Rational Soul, 
is the Future Life's Portion. 

2. The Delight, which pro- 
ceeds from the Knowledge and 
Viſion of —_ God, infinite- 
ly excell; all other, 

3. The happy Stote of the 
Juſt"s Bodys, after their Reſure- 
reftion, 

4. The entollerable Pains of 
the Damned, for the Loſs of this 
PPh) Knowledge and Sight of 
Go 2 


s.The unſpeakable Pains which 
the damned Souls ſhall ſuffer , 
through 


through their own diſordinate Afe 
fettions, 

; 6. Though the Bodies of the 
damned, by reaſon of their State, 
be incorrup: ble after the Reſur- 
reltion s yet ſhall zot their Souls 
be exempt from Corporal pains, 

7. The Beatifical Viſion is the 
End, whereat we ought princi- 
pally to aims in all our Attons, 

8. Piety w conformable to 
Man's Natnre : whente, ſach z f[— 
tive, according to Vertue, are T 
moſt harpy, even, in this World. 

9. God highly cfeems our Fe- 
Felicity ; then, how ought we to va- 
lue It. 

10. The great B-nefits Mar 
kind has rece:v'd by Chriſt's com- 
ming into the world, | 

Meekreſs and Humility is the 
readieſk way to Happineſs, not 
only hereafter, but ev'n 1474 thu 
Life, 

12. Fraternal Charity is the 
true Mark of a good Chriſtian, 
. and the only ſure way 10 eternal 
Happineſs. | 


mn 


\ 


T =D: 
S T::A F E. 
OF THE | 
Future Life, 
| AND 
The Preſent's Order to it. 


THE FIRST 
| Conlideration. 


True Felictty, or, the _ 
fete Hapj meſ. s of a Ratwnal. 


Soul. is the Future Life's F 
Portion, 


r 


- 


Ras Point: = 


2A Onlider. Since AL. x. 
mighty God has Ic fu-" 


ture Life 
ordain'd for Man, preferra= 


wo- ſorts of 'Life ; One, ÞI- 


B 


7.» 
17 


— 
| —_—_— -— 


. pefet. Object has the leaſt re 


2 The State of the 

in this World, ſhort and 
full of Miſery ; the other, 
in the next, Everlaſting, 
and, for thoſe that live 
well here, ſubje& to no e- 
vill, and abounding with 
all good : Tis evident, 
this latter 1s, 1nfinitely 
and without all com- 
parifon, to be preferr'd. 


The ſecond point. 


© FY9 | an, If UH " ws Pal | T5 A _Ey+ kw (-Y a « P*IEFY 


Gain. Conſidering 
that Knowledge 15 
the Good of a Ration: 
Soul ; and that no one 


pugnance to any other 
as 


Future Life,&c. 
as tobeing. known, but 
all (however oppolite a+ 
- | mong themſelves ) are 
= | perfectly conſiſtent” in 
- | the Underſtanding ; the 
1 Soul, of its own nature, 
»} if not checkt, by unzon 
YE with thebody, 1s capable 
-N of knowing all things. 
Since therefore, through 
the Obſtruction of the 
Body .unthewhole courſe 
of this Life, ſhe attains 
tothe knowledge of but 
very few thangs,and thoſe 
oneby one; whereas, 1n 
the next world, ſhe ſhall 
be: freed from all ; 1mpe- 
dument, being <1ther a- 

ul 1B 3 lone, 


The S$ tare of the: 
i lone, without the Body, 
| or abſolute Miſtriſs of it: 
1 'Tis evidently conſe- 
quent that, knowledge 
(the Souls o00d,) in rel- 
pect of the Oba, muſt 
hereafter, where "tis not 
hindred, infinitely ' ſr. 
paſs 1 it (elf, here, whil 
'tis ſubject to the Body.” ' 


The third Point. | 


=Yh | 'be- Ut, farther.Conſide4 
ing it's 'ring that all Object 
ſole Ob- and things, both in they 
Nature and Nu mber, ar 
limited and fmite; except 
- Almighty: God,:who' a 


W | 2 Jon 


—— 4 
_ — &% 


gy ls Lk. &e. 


lone, in his' ſole Eſſence, 
(as in one lingle Reality 
and Formality) contains 
them all and infinite 
2 othcr poſſibilities, 1n 
af 2 Tore united and 1n- 
| finitely. ;highet -kind+; 

" whence, He's the ſole Ob- 
1e&t. that can render our 


that: only. Soul's good 
whoſe Yifion and. Frui 
tion can make us happy : 
| Hence, again; 4t follows 
that, ſince this- Object 1s 
hu d for the next life, 
its} Felicity 15 .1ncompa- 
.rably to be preferr” d,. bes 
fore 'a}l the onda "26d 
B 2 Hap- 


knowledge perfect, and. 


= — 


” FETs 
I SA es 


gd 
s 65 tr 1. _ F; 
7 s j 
© © = Reta DS. * 4 : 
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T he State of twe 
Happineſs this life car! 
promiſe , much leſs -af- 
ford.us. J 


Concluſion, 


There. { NOnchude, therefore , 
fore, on- YA and convince thy 
«arty {elf that this one, only 
necellary, ahd Soul-ſatiſs 

fying Good ought to be 
{tons and fought 
for, even with the neg. 
let of all other inte- 
relts; that the greateſt 
part of thy life, perhaps, 
hitherto , has periſh'd 
- and been ſpent in vain : 
and refolve ſeriouſly to 
| provide 


Rn Life,8 Ac. 


provide for the future , 
that , of that little time 
which, peradventure, 15 
left thee, no day,no hour, 
no moment paſs by, 
without ſome progreſs 
towards thy obtaining 


this ſole Good. 


> a —__ oe _—_— 


8 "beS tate.of the 


= 


The ſecond: Con- 


ſideration, 


T be Delight, which 
proceeds from the 
Knowleage & Viſe- 
on of AlmightyGod, 
infinitely excells all 
other. 


T he firſt Point. 


x. Onf1der. Since all des 
"F-<Dauy light either conſiſts 
' fm then Knowledge,or,at leaſt, 

_ abſolutely depends on at; 
for, we find, by exper1- 
ence, all the knowledge 


ts 6) BRAG oe 
Gn pad 


TY "BS "ue YE, EST DO On ao gs x 


Future Life,&c, 
we have,fev'n ſen(ible,)is 
perfected 1n the Brain , 
by help of the Underſfan- 
ding-: It follows that, 
All delight, whether. In- 
tellectual.or Senſual, pro- 
ceeds from the Soul, as 1t 
15 Intellectual ; and cons 
ſequently , that delecta- 
tion, which compre- 
honels all Intelle&ual, 
comprehends, indeed , 

all manner of delight : 

Wherefore, the: V han, 
of God aniſt needs £0n- 
tain, in 1t ſelf, all kind 
of ſweet contentments , 
and infinitely exceed all.. 


other delights. 


D 3: The: 


16. Fs State of the 
T he ſecond Point. 


2, Gain. All temporal 
ane, { A and worldly Plea- 
ranſ- ſures conliſt in a certain 
_ Motion and tranſtent 
ralPlea- ſucceſſion, which quick - 
ures. ly flip away; and can 
have no greater ſtability 

than the time, by which 

they are meaſur'd : nor 
1ndeed can that be long ; 

for, neither are we able 
alwaies to eat or drink, 

ec. nor yet alwaies at- 

tend or reflect (without 
which 'tis impoſlivle to 

take delight) what we 

F as 


Future Life, &c. 
do, whilſt wee are in 
_ theſe Actions; But, on 
"the contrary, that delight 
which flows from the 
Viſion of God 1s Everla- 
ſting, ſteddy and un- 
_ changeable as any fixt 
and permanent ſubſlance, 


not enjoyed by piece- 


meal, never 1nterrupted, 
As, of neceſſity, all Cor- 
poral pleaſures are,in this 
life ; but full and all toges 
ther and needing no at- 
tenti0n,'1t ſelf Eſſential» 
ly reflecting upon 1t ſelf: 
So that, it alone exceeds 
All worldly pleaſures, as 


far asAl time exceeds one 
In(tant 


ELv#r 
& 4 \ 
# 


l 
4 
JT} 


2 | 


a 
J- 


Je only 
tlling 


. The State of the 
Inſtant, the vaſt Machin 
of the world the leaſt 
Moat we diſcover in the 
Sun-beams, or the high- 
eit Angel a dhe 
Worm, and infinitely 
more , "beyond all com- 
pariſon, 


The third Pot. 


Aſtly.Allother objects 
of delight may be co- 


bs prehended by onr Under- 


ſtanding, may be con- 
temn'd by our WAI, as 
leſs than our Soul wind 
not able to fatisfhie it : 

only Almighty God fo 


fills 


A II te emoonoongnm——onmmonmnm—nmagene Do 


" Euture Life, Ree. "8. 
fills and overſatisfies,that, 
entirely polleſſing our 
Aﬀections, He,as it were, 
forces the Soul to love 
and delight, more than, 
of 1ts own nature, 1t pol- | 
fibly could 3 nor can it 
ever be weary of the good 

it enjoys, but {t]I, with 
its whole and more eager 

I defire, will hug and cling 
to its beloved Object ; 

ſo that, a Soul which ſees 
God foeks nothing elſe, 
but reſts fully ſatisfied 
&, as it were, lull'd into a 
dear contentment,vyheres 
init remains ſo abſorpt 
and wholy rayiht, that | 
it. 


| IE. ad... 


14 


fertam, er coapttatam, 
ſi m—_ dubunt in eny 


T he State of the 
it ſweetly languiſhes and 
diſlolves into Spirits anc 
flames of love, the betterſd 
to ineſlence and incorſt} 
porate it ſelf into Godſſo 
Thus, then, thou ſee 
clearly demonſtrated thi 
great-concerning Truth 
that No delight can 1( 
comparable to thy Bea 
titude ; and that, 'tis ndon 
268 Ya to hear our Bleſbbe 
{ed Lord and Maſter, inve! 
a manner, labour to ex{ha; 
preſs it, when He faid[the 
Menſuram| le mm, &> C0/l h1 
rec 


mus Veſtros, You ſhall byaſi 
Pald 


Futare Life, &c. 
aid with good meaſure, 
as d up, and preſsd 


down, and thruſt roge- 


| 


et 
r.Jther, and yet running 


d 


I 
. 


over 1nto your Boſoms. 


Concluſton. 


il 


- 


Onclude, therefore, There- 

witha full reſolutrt "pg 
nc wy by all thy works and ©1ve for 
efÞbeſt endeavours, and e Hin. 


inven, if need be, with the 
exJhazard and loſs of all o- 


1dther Goods, to purchaſe 
confthis bidder T reaſure, this 
recious Pearl, which at 
2 /cngth, though late, thou 
| blaſt hit on; and,to think 
Alc nothing 


There- 
fore, be 
caretul 
and di- 
' Iigent, 


The State of the 
or ſwerves from v7 try? 


and only Felicity, His bea- 


ti fymg fight, 
Concluſion, 
| Scormmgcozr thakl\. 


erving to the Al 
mighty , for this ſpecial 
favour of bringing thee, 
thus ſeriouſly, to reflect 
on thy ways: And, if 
thou findeſt that, hither- 
to, thou haſt been too 
negligent, in a buſineſs 


of fuch conſequence , 


ſtrive henceforward to 
renew 1n thy lelf the fer- 
your of Charity, with fo 

much 


] 
C 
[ 
[ 
[ 
I 
( 
2 
l 
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Future Life,&c, 6x 
much morc care'and di- 
Iigenceas thou haſt alrea- 
dy loſt trme. Do what good 
thou caſt FT the dy of this 
life : for, our great 1.r- 


ſter tells us, When the 


night of death ſhal come, 
it will be too late to help 
our ſelves, but, ſuch, as 


weare then found, mult 


be our lot for all eter- 


nity. 


truly 


IT pleaſant, Rand 


62 TheStateof the 


The eighth Conſi- 


deration. 


Picty is confor- 
mable to eNAan's 

ature : whence, 
ſuch as Irve, accor- 
aing to Vertue, are 


moſt happy, even, in 
this World. 


The firfl point. 


: On(1der, Since eve- 
IC 
mcan's ry one's particular 


to Na- End 1s that of Humane 
cr rlgag Nature; and, 1t cannot 


Future Life,&c., 63 
ſtand with the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of our 
Creatour, to have made 
our Nature other, than 
ſuch as was fit and con- 
formable to obtain the 
End, for which it was 
created : 1t muſt needs 
follow that the actions, 
by which we are to pro- 
cure this End, are alſo 
conformable to our Na-. 
ture : And ſince, What 
15 agreeable to Nature 1s 
pleaſant and delightful , 
it mult follow again, 
that, Thoſe Actions are 
very grateful and ſweet ; 
and therefore a PousLite, 


which 


ACC a 
=" 
- che 


T he State of the 
which conſiſts of ſuch 


Actions, 1s not a crabbed 
and unpleaſant, but, on 
the contrary, a life full 
of {weetneſs and moit 
apt to yield content ; 
And, if ſome paſlages in 
it ſeem a little harſh, 
that they are but Medi- 
cinal and whereby we are 
preſerv'd from falling 1n- 
to others, far more hurt- 
full and worſe to be di- 
oeſted ; wherefore, that 


Theſe alſo are ſweet 1n 


their eflect, not only in 
reſpect of the Future Lite, 
but even of the Preſent, 
and, like a bitter Potion, 

to 
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tobe ſwallow'd, with a 
joyful hope of the Health 
they induce, 


T he ſecond point, 


Gain. Since a Pious. - 


life orders the whole vere 
courſe of our Actions RW 


them all "eonbumeble diſquic.. 
to one another ; it clear- 
ly exempts our lives 
from all inward op- 
polition and contrad1- 
on , and keeps us 
in perfect Peace with 
our ſelves : whereas, on 
the contrary, a Vicious 


life, 


— = HR, 


Pea 
to one end, ſo rendring .nq v;, 
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life ( wich precipitatesþ9 
us, according to ourſh, 
Fa {nons, ro follow, nNoWyſer 
1915, now, tat Concupilſh 
cence } mult needs fill. 
our Sovis with repughy, 
nant Afcctions, make us, 
lead a life full of Contra-f- 
diction, and caſt us intoþy; 
thoſe very evils we ſeck 
moſt to fly. And, as al 
Vices are contrary to ou 
Nature, and cannot be 
kept ſubject to Kerſor's 
Rule; fo are they, of ne 
cellity, bitter and painfulſhe 
in their «ff-&ts, preſ.hnc 
{ing their Followers (tllþf | 
downward , from evillſhat 
r0 
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<&o worſe, till, 1n death , 
urthey tumble them at 


mm re 


———_— 


67 


Wikneth, into H-Il: where 


1Hhey ſhall juſtly com- 
ulplain that, They have 
10s ralked thier by &{jicul! 
Und roug? ways, and even 
rajeen we I d in thetr Int- 
tOBu:ties. 

ck 

all The third Point. 
IU 
by 
us 
1e 


fullhe Diſpoſitions of the 


Hirdly. Since our 
Bodies are made 


3. 
Piery 


not de- 
for our Souls,and barring, 
evn, 
remporal 


el. ne for the Operations Con- 


111þf the other ; it follows 
1llſhat, che, our Souls beſt 
to | operate, 


rent= 
mentss 


—_ OR, ee” OO —_— X 
> _ _ - _ 
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operate, when our Bo- 
dies are beſt diſposd, 
and that Diſpoſition of 
the Body 15, truly, beſt, 
which 1s belt fitted to 
the Operations of the 
Soul ; whence, 'tis an 
errour to think 1t well 
with our Bodies, when 
they are not fit to ſerye 
our Soul. And, hence 
again, it follows that, 
ev n Thoſe delights and 
comforts of the Body, 
which God has created 
for it's neceſſary Recreafſ: 
tion are not to be deny df: 
to a Pwus Life, in thei 
due proportion ; that, a 
Pious 


_ 
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Prous and Orderly Life, 
truly and really, more 
abounds with eorporal 
delights than the Life of 
the wicked, ( as appears 
to any that conliders 
the inconveniences una- 
roydably flowing from 
diſorder : , and that, evin 
They who abſtain from 
thoſe corporal delights 
which are enjoyd in 
Marriage & the poſleſhon 
of Riches ; ſuch find, here, 
other far greater tempo- 
al Pleaſures, 1ncompa« 
able with theſe, as, Ho- 
| nour, Friendſhip, Know? 
ledge, —_— Conver- 
i E ſation 


There- 
fore, 


confi- *© 


dently 
proceed 
in It, 


happy, &vn ain this 


T he State of the 


{ation and rhe like, whichJH 
abundantly ſupply theſw 
defect of thoſe materiaÞan 
enjoyments, and renderſhc 
t heir Life more ſweet andfſm 


world. 


Concluſton. 
E- Pnclude, then, with. 


Qat fear to commit 
thy {-If to God and a 
Pions Life : and know 
that the Almighty has 
no need of thee, nor mad 
thee for his own ſake, 
but for thine, that thou 
night'{t - partake - that 
Hap] 
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cljHippineſs whereof He 
heſwas , F fentially , full ; 
alJand., thereby) He were 
hot wiſe , but would 
1d miſs of his End, had He 
1158not prepur'd all things 
convenient to render thee 
happy. Be thou, then, 
but conhdcnt, 
rectly proceed, and thou 
he halt quickly find, by ex- 
ulFperience, what a diffe- 
Mrence there 1s between a 
Whwicked or negligent, and 
Fa truly vertuous and de. 
deJrout Life ; how much 
eg more pleaſant, how much 
more full of comfort and 
d:hght, this is than that 3 


and, 


ms E- 
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and, how, ſwceily yt 
firowgly, our wiſe Crea- 
tour has fram'd all the 
parts of our Felicity, con- 
formable to each other 
and to the End, for 
which he has ordain'd 
us. 


1 
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” The ninth Conſi- 
hel deration. 


[god highly eſtcems 
or] our Felicity ; then, 
dl] how ought we to Va- 
lue It. | 


The firſt point” _— 


Onlider . Since Al- r. 
mighty God 1s ef- rome 
bfentially happy, and in World, 
off: ſion of all Good ; 74 
ind therefore incapable Man. 
of the leaſt new additi- 

on, by his Creatures : 'tis 

E evident 
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evident that , whateve 
he has created, he mack 
not for his own, but fc 
thine and thy Brethren 
fake ; not to render himr 
felf, but thee and thent 
happy ; and, by confqr 
quence, has valew'd yout 
Felicity , above all thfx 
reſt of his works. Bdd 
hold, therefore, Heaverſo 
Earth, and Sea, and. ag 
the Creatures wherewilſo 
he has ſtor'd & adorn 
them , created for thay 
and to bring thee qn 
happineſs, nor cated fqjli 
but as means to th 
End : And (which 1s ygb 


infinite 
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velinfinitely more, ev'n be» 
xdg yond all amazement ) 
falſe the Divinity it ſelf 
enjhumbled and impove- 
1mriſh't to raiſe and enrich 
1enſthee; Him, whom, but 
nſ{now , wee concluded 
/oufthrough his own fulneſs 
thiincapable of encreaſe , 
Bedeveſted for. thy fake , 
verſof all his Royal Pravile- 
]ves, and cloth'd with all 
vil our. . miſeries - and infire 
aqmities: For, what know 
thqwe, amongſt the whole 
| fmaſs of Creatures, {5 -d1- 
, I ſirefſſed. and helpleſs as 
thija .poor Infant” newly 
yeborn ?what,' ſoſubject to 
tel E 3 all 


76 . TheState of the 
.all kind of contingen- 
cies, and 1nconveniens 


cies ? what, requiting ſo 


mnch care and induftry, 

to nurſe and breed up to 

its perfection ? Thank on 

every particular, and fee, 

at how high a rate, the 
_ unerrable judgement of 
 theAlmighty has valew d 
; thy happineſs. | 


The / econd Point. 


2, 


Paſfli Oo 
through the whole Life and 


0 yn- Death . of this. poor! God 
15, BR pilag d: of /his own, to 
Dcath. purchaſe = Yoty. "M 


"_—_ 
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a Life of three and thirty 
- | long years endur'd, inc6- 
. tinual neceſſities abours, 
moleſtations, and con- 
tradicions. How often 
was it neceſlary that this 
moſt meekand innocent 
of Lamb, who never brake 4 
F bruſed Reed, mor quench d 
the ſnoaking Flax, ſhould 
(to give theean example 
of Patience) undergoe the 
anger and indignation 
of his enemies ? Howy of- 
F ten, to teach thee Meck- 
neſs and Humility, was 
' Heto becchidden, threat- 
ned, reproach. d and blaſ- 
phen'd , d , without Once 
E 3 opning 
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-place to another; eſpe- 


—- & we eng 


— 


op ning his mouth to: 
reply? What ſhall I ſay 
of his Travayls, Sweats, 
Wearineſs, Lying with- 
out dores, . Watching, 
whole nights 1n Prayer, 
Faſting, P overty, not ha- 
ving a Houſe wherein to 
ſhrow'd his Head, living 
on Alms, continual Dan. 
gers and Flyzng from: one 


cially in the laſt three 
years of his Life ? O, but 
His End! Conſider his 
Anguiſh in the Garden, 
the manner of his Ap- 
prehenlton, his leading, 
or rather, dragging from 
one 


— "ES frm. ant coun Ce Dr py ARE 
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| one Tribunal to another; 
all forts of contempt, all 
manner of inſolent and a- 


bufive revilements: weigh 
the Pains he ſufter'd in 


r. | the moſt tender and ſens 
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ftble parts of bis Body; - 


His being Betray d by 


One, and Forſaken b y the 
| reſt of bis Diſciples; the 
| doleful preſence: of his 
[deareſt Mother, . and 0- 
ther afftited Friends : 
In fine, his ignomantous 
Death, and the effuſion 
n.of the laſt drop of Tus 

.[Blood, for thy Redemp. 
ton and eternal HappL 


neſs, 
4 


